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Oceans and seas
Oceans cover 72%of our planet. Life originated in the oceans and they
continue to support all life today by generating oxygen, absorbing carbon
dioxide, recycling nutrients and regulating global climate and
temperature.
Oceans provide a substantial portion of the global population with food
and livelihoods and are the means of transport for 80+%of global trade. 
The marine and coastal environment constitutes a key resource for the
important global tourism industry. The sea offers vast potential for
renewable energy production fromwind, wave, tidal, thermal and
biomass sources. Advancing technologies are opening new frontiers of
marine resource development from bio-prospecting to the mining of
seabed mineral resources. 



Increased pressure
• Rapid expansion of use of seas – demand for resource and space
• Rapid challenges in the context of sustainability at seas – climate
chang, plastic pollution, ecological connectivity – all of which
transcend political boundaries

à Need for effective international governance



Source: 
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Meaning of blue economy
• Combining economic growth at seas with sustainable use
• Use of the sustainable development framework, including equity,
for developing countries in access to, development of and the
sharing of benefits frommarine resources
• Relates to all marine and maritime sectors



Blue economy in political documents
• European Green Deal, 2019
• Growth strategy that aims to transform the EU into a fair and
prosperous society, with a modern, resource-efficient and
competitive economy
• “Tackling climate and environmental-related challenges is this
generation’s defining task”
• “A sustainable ‘blue economy’will have to play a central
role in alleviating the multiple demands on the EU's land
resources and tackling climate change. The role of oceans in
mitigating and adapting to climate change is increasingly
recognized.”



• Communication on a new approach for a sustainable blue
economy in the EU, May 2021
• Achieve the objectives of climate neutrality and zero pollution
• Switch to a circular economy and reduce pollution
• Preserve biodiversity and invest in nature
• Support climate adaptation and coastal resilience
• Ensure sustainable food production
• Improve management of space at sea

• Renewed partnership with the Southern Neighbourhood - A
new agenda for the Mediterranean, May 2021
• Aims to step up “support to the green, blue and social economies”



EU Blue Economy report 2022
• Close to 4.5 million people employed, a turnover of more
than €665 billion and €184 billion in gross value added,
the EU blue economy sectors contribute significantly to
the EU’s economy, especially in the coastal regions.
• The EU’s blue sectors are a spawning ground for
innovative solutions and technologies that can help fight
climate change and take the green transition to the next
level. It also points at the high cost of inaction to fight
climate change, as the damage of rising sea levels could
cause a direct loss of more than €200 billion per year by
2080 in the EU.



EMUNI’s Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence
on Sustainable Blue Economy
• Built on EMUNI‘s experience & needs identified
• Works at the intersection of education, research and stakeholder
engagement (policy makers and stakeholders)



Activities thus far
Kick-off meeting
Worskshop on competence framework
Workshop on marine spatial connectivity

Activities coming
Competence framework
Training for mid-career stakeholders
Policy event on competences
Exhibition for citizens
...



https://coe-sube.eu/


