
 

 

Podcasting  

Podcasts are first and foremost audio plays, which can be very freely designed in their 

implementation. Podcasts are usually divided into seasons and episodes, with the season being 

the main topic, the main story, and the episodes being the individual episodes that are 

subordinate to the main topic. These can build on each other as episodes or individually treat 

different aspects of the over-theme. 

Unlike videos, podcasts can be produced with little technical effort. However, due to the lack 

of an image layer, great care must be taken with the presentation, the quality of the recordings, 

the editing and finally the editing of the content. Not all topics can be dealt with in podcasts, 

but the medium is very well suited for conveying knowledge for the following reasons: 

– podcasts can be listened to independent of time and place (on the train, on the way to 

work, in bed in the evening) 

– the majority of users have their playback device with them: their smartphone or an mp3 

player Hardware such as videos, i.e., a PC with screen or laptop, is not necessary. 

– high-quality productions can be realized with little technical effort. 

– concentrating on the essentials conveys sound knowledge  

The basic decision before producing a podcast is the one about the content. Which learning 

contents are suitable for treatment in an audio piece, which should be better implemented in a 

video or otherwise? There are countless podcasts for learning foreign languages, podcasts on 

the history and evolution of tech and science podcasts. Topics that do not need an image can be 

presented entertainingly and directly as learning podcasts. 

A further decision in the preparation: who narrates the podcast, who leads the listeners, who 

presents the content? This is the question about the host, the presenter, and it should be 

answered seriously and with care, because it is decisive for whether the podcast is heard and 

what is heard will stick. A podcast cannot consist of simply reading content out loud, the content 

must be processed and presented. 

A manuscript should be prepared before the audio material is recorded. In this manuscript, the 

moderation parts, the feeds (interviews, archive material, etc.), music inserts and other 

annotations are recorded in linear order. It forms the basic framework for the recording itself as 

well as for the post-production. Ideally, a manuscript should look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

PODCAST TITLE 

EPISODE Number and Title 

 

Author  

Editor  

Production information (Which 

speakers? Which 

sounds/music?) 

 

Summary of the episode 

MUSIC Intro, Title 

MOD Hello and welcome to a new episode of ...Today we are busy ... I met the Doctor ... and 

asked her ... 

OV Interview Doctor… von 1.12 – 2.14 

"I believe that the earth was created because ….“   

MOD 

MUSIC Break 

MOD 

MUSIC Break 

MOD Thanks for listening and see you next time at.... 

MUSIC Outro 

 

The structure of a podcast is:  

1. Intro with music  

2. Introduction 

3. Content 

4. Goodbye and preview 

5. Outro with music  



 

 

For the production of a podcast (recording), manageable equipment is required. Depending on 

the content and use, different microphones and different recording devices can be used. 

Probably the simplest solution with acceptable results is to record with a smartphone and 

external microphone. There are no limits to the expansion with reporter microphones, stereo 

microphones or even multi-track recorders, but the more expensive, the more technically 

complex the recording conditions become.  

Overviews and bundle offers can be found on the Internet in large numbers. Even if the technical 

equipment remains clear, the audio recordings and their quality are of decisive importance for 

the podcast. Only technically flawless recordings can be further processed and the better the 

recordings are, the better the finished podcast and the less time is needed for post-production. 

There are innumerable audio editing programs and software that vary greatly in their 

complexity and possibilities. Even the simpler programs require some training, but then they 

run with acceptable results.  

The freeware programs Audacity of Ocean Audio is free software that can be used for the 

simple editing and editing of a podcast. All other programs, such as Protools, Cubase, Logic, 

etc. are not recommended for beginners due to their complexity.  

Various tutorials on the Internet. provide basic knowledge for audio editing, montage and sound 

processing. 

Usually, each podcast has a music layer. Depending on the content and creative orientation of 

the podcast, music can be reduced or used very intensively. Music serves to label the podcast 

with intro and outro, which are the same for each episode and provide recognition value.  

Music can structure and subdivide the podcast, close and separate chapters and thus often create 

welcome breaks. But music can also illustrate, amplify and emotionalize and is thus considered 

an important stylistic device in the production of audio pieces. 

Music for podcasts is subject to strict copyright regulations. If you want to use music, you have 

to find out exactly if and how certain pieces of music may be used at all. Some providers 

specialize in music for podcasts, where music can be purchased and used for podcasts. 

There are, depending upon the function and target group of the Podcast various possibilities to 

publish a Podcast and make it available for the public and listeners.  

Podcasts are searched, found, streamed and downloaded on the Internet, but platforms such as 

Spotify, Deezer or iTunes, etc. are also major podcast providers. Podcast listening platforms 

and apps don't store your podcast's information. Instead, they receive the audio files from a 

podcast hosting service via an RSS feed.  

Podcasts in a VET Learning Environment 

A few examples of VET learning-related Podcasts are:  

– https://nursing.com/podcasts/ 

– https://humblemechanic.com/feed/podcast/podcast 

– https://stellaculinary.com/ 

https://nursing.com/podcasts/
https://humblemechanic.com/feed/podcast/podcast
https://stellaculinary.com/

