
Developing local students’ global citizenry skill through authentic cultural material 

 

Global citizenry skills are four areas namely culture, environmental integrity, human rights, 

roles, rights and responsibilities. In this presentation, I focus on culture under which other 

specific domains are very important for the development of the rest of global citizenry skills.  

Researchers studied methods and tools to develop these skills such as drama, role-plays, and 

literature, etc. What unites these materials is being authentic. According to Feng and Byram 

(2002:61)  “authentic materials at the intercultural level... would not only include those texts 

produced by native speakers as traditionally defined but also those written or spoken by people 

who use the language as a lingua franca in pursuit of a communicative outcome”. 

I tried to develop my business students’ intercultural communicative competence (ICC) by 

using multicultural literature, which is challenging because business English is mainly known 

for its rigidity and the reluctance of the students to read literature. Therefore, I used 

multicultural short stories as a remedial step to motivate my students to read literature. 

Apart from engaging the students into flipped classroom activities in which they became the 

real teachers, they were given lists of questions to guide them throughout reading and preparing 

their presentations on the major components of ICC according to Byram (1997). This method 

comes under inquiry-based learning IBL, which is also a student’s centre approach. These are 

knowledge about one’s and other’s cultures, skills of interpreting and relating, skills of 

discovery and interaction, and attitudes of openness towards and respect to other cultures. 

Students were able to reflect on these themes and therefore develop their intercultural 

competence, which is the basis for developing their global citizenry skills. Thus, authentic 

cultural material such as multicultural literature widens the vision of local learners to other 

cultures in order to face the challenges of a globalised world. 

 

 


