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It is according to our understanding of the concept ‘international’ that we adopt different 

requirements of internationalisation. If we adopt the universal meaning, we will try to fit all 

cultures into one model usually western one, which is impossible because every culture is 

unique. Therefore, ignoring cultural differences in the internationalisation process may lead to 

falling in the trap of acculturation (i.e. erasing students’ culture and adopting a foreign one), 

eurocentrism (i.e. cherishing western cultures), ethnocentrism (i.e. praising one’s own culture), 

and having a negative attitude to foreign languages and cultures. In extreme cases, adopting the 

universal meaning of international will lead to the marginalisation of the students who do not 

fit into that western model. It also has negative effects on the teaching material such as 

romanticising it to be marketable everywhere, avoiding taboos, as well as ignoring cultural and 

linguistic authenticity and specificity. 

Therefore, in the upgrading process of the teaching material, we should change our 

understanding of the concept ‘international’ through substituting the widely used adjective 

‘universal’ by ‘inclusionary’ a rarely used one. This latter means cultural and linguistic 

variation. It also refers to dealing with cultures equally and not classifying them as polite/ 

impolite or good/evil cultures. The teaching material should also teach the deeper side of 

cultures, not the dos and don’ts because they may lead to generating stereotypes. These would 

not only harm stereotyped people but also hinder internationalisation process. Therefore, the 

teaching material should not focus on teaching cultural facts, but on empowering local students’ 

culture(s) with global citizenry skills. They will need these skills to survive different 

intercultural encounters. Finally, local students’ culture(s) should be dealt with as an asset not 

a handicap to internationalisation.  
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