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The true requirements of 

internationalisation

Time to upgrade the 

teaching material

The different understandings of 

internationalization



Anecdote

British people are 
very polite. So be
polite when you
email them.



Internationalisation, International?



Every culture is unique.



Ignoring cultural differences in the 

learning process may lead to

Acculturation

Eurocentrism

Negative attitude to L2 & C2



Marginalisation



Effects of ‘universal’ on the teaching material

- The material is romanticised to be marketable everywhere.

- Taboos are not tackled.

- Language is made artificial to suit multiple contexts.

- Lack of  language and culture authenticity

- Loss of  specificities of  cultures



What should we do?

We should change our

understanding of  ‘international’

The upgrading process of  the teaching

material



Inclusionary

Linguistic and cultural variation in the 

teaching material (Hattos, 2004)



Inclusionary

All cultures are…



There is no polite or imploite/ 

good or evil culture.



Local students’ culture(s) should be an asset and an 

enrichment not a handicap to internationalisation. 

How should the teaching material deal 

with local students’ culture(s)?



The teaching material should teach the 

deeper side of  cultures and not the do’s

and dont’s because they will lead to…



Stereotypes would not only harm people of  

different cultural backgrounds but also would

harm their internationalisation process.



The teaching material should

empower local students with

global citizenry skills.



Conclusion

Universal Inclusionary

International

British people are 
very polite. So be
polite when you
email them.

- Adopting the western 

model.
- No cultural variation or 

specificity.
- Acculturation of local students.

- Eurocentrism

- Ethnocentrism

- Marginalization

- Romaticizing the teaching

material
- No taboos

- Artficial language…

- Cultural and 

linguistic variation

- Cultures are equal

- No polite or impolite culture

- No cultural stereotypes

- Local students’ culture is an 

asset not  a handicap to 

internationalization.

- Developing global citizenry

skills



Thank you
very much

شكرا جزيال




