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Why is so important to stress this topic in this webinar?

Because the objective of the MED2IaH Project is
Internationalisation at home= cooperation by distance

• Between? Between Universities in the Mediterranean. 
• How? Through North-South Cooperation.
• Towards?  Implementation and innovation of methods, contents 

and tools.
• In which fields? Didactic and Research 

New curricula are based on research innovation!



On 11 February 2021 was celebrated the 6th International Day
of Women and Girls in Science. 

The latest reports show that there is still a powerful gender gap
which widens at the highest career level, especially in the
Research.
For this reason we have to fight to achieve full and equal
participation in science, in the areas of:
• Education
• Assessment
• Employment
• Salary
• Decision making process.



Why open science? 

Because not creating barriers helps to enhance knowledge

What is open science?

Open science is the practice in which research data, laboratory notes,
and other research processes are freely available under terms that
allow for reuse, redistribution, and reproduction of the research and its
underlying data and methods. In other words, it aims to give answers to
the questions of scientists.



Science and research are a community asset

Science in this historical period has reached special significant
dimensions.

Thanks to a technological revolution, we have now had access to an
enormous amount of data that has been made available to the
scientific community.
Thanks to technological applications and data sharing, we were able
to discover in less than a year the vaccine to defeat the global plague
of the corona virus, in a timeframe unthinkable in the fight against
past epidemics.



«Science is pluralistic, no scientist works alone.
It is shared, the results are available to the scientific community.
It is progressive, it always works on the idea that tomorrow is better
than today».

Alessia Ciarrocchi (molecular biologist) 

…That's why we have to invest a lot of resources in it, because it's
the only tool man has to overcome his limits and therefore his
fears.



The Union for Mediterranean regional platform for Research and Innovation
has identified in the Mediterranean region three strategic priorities: Health, 
Renewable Energy and Climate Change.

With the aim of developing solutions and recommendations as well as
promotion of research through dialogues and cooperation, a cross-cutting
theme was identified in this context: Open Science

Open science enhance the quality of scientific mediation and communication as
well as the exploitation of research results and technology transfer.
This will be fundamental for the region’s ability of attracting, retaining and 
investing in highly qualified and educated young researchers compared to other
parts of the world.

Open science as recomendation of UFM group



Sparring data can provide a whole host of practical resources and 
papers that can vive the possibility to develop a more globalised
approach to their teaching methods, service delivery and research
pursuits. 

Open Science can be the key for the internationalisation, 
supporting the implementation of each other universities’ 
international strategic purposes and provide strategies to enabling
different students to develop the skills and knowledge embedded
in the graduate attribute of engaged citizenship.



Through formal curricula, the student’s intercultural
engagement is both encouraged and rewarded and can 
develop global mindsets, skills and understandings.

With open science, it will be possibile to share the results
of several research studies to present and foster some 
strategies for enabling meaningful interaction between
students from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds 
in and out of the classroom.



Some Examples

The Hagen Cumulative Science Project is a large-scale replication project 
based on students’ thesis work. In the project, the aim is to 
(a) teach students to conduct the entire research process for conducting a 

replication according to open science standards and 
(b) contribute to cumulative science by increasing the number of direct 

replications

IFMSA Position 
The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) 
firmly believes in the importance of openness across all published research 
outputs (including among others, all online research output, peer-review and 
non-peer-reviewed academic journal articles, conference papers, theses, 
book chapters, monographs). 



Call for action

The International Federation of Medical Students’calls Universities and 
medical schools to: 

• Adopt policies that ensure Open Access to their faculty’s research 
outputs, including Data and other educational resources where 
appropriate; 
• Reward researchers for making research openly and immediately 
available, rather than waiting for higher impact journals to approve papers 
• Accelerate efforts to promote open resources, technology and teaching 
practices in education through deployment of free and open source 
software and providing the necessary training to staff and students; 
• Support the use and creation of Open Educational Resources



European Commission

Providing researchers with the skills and competencies they need 

to practise Open Science 

Open Science Skills Working Group Report 

Written by the Working Group on Education and Skills under Open 

Science July – 2017

https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/os_skills_wgreport_fina
l.pdf

In conclusion

Open Education & Open data have become central to ... 
universities, and continue learning after their formal 

education is completed .

Luigia Melillo
Director of Euromediterranean Centre for Lifelong Learning




