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About GLEA –
Global Learning: Education Without Boundaries

 Our team specialises in Global Learning across Higher Education 

 We particularly focus on:

 Online Learning/Virtual Learning/ Collaborative Online International Learning

 Transnational Education 

 Intercultural understanding

 Internationalisation strategies 

 Third space learning 

 Diverse learning spaces

 Decolonised approaches to education 



At the peak of the pandemic, schools were actually closed for 91% of learners, or 1.5 billion 

pupils and students. It then became apparent to everyone that education was a global public 

good and school was more than just a place of learning: it was also a place that provided 

protection, well-being and freedom. On this International Day of Education, UNESCO invites 

you to promote education as a fundamental right and the most powerful aid to development 

that we have. Defending the future of this right means defending the right to the future."

Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director General, on the occasion of the International Day 

of Education 2021.



Why is online collaboration relevant today?

 The global pandemic has bought a renewed focus on online learning 
prompting:
 some continuity of education

 the importance of access and equity

 the ability of students to engage in multicultural, intercultural environments during 
lockdown

 opportunity for collaboration and development of transversal skillsets

 attention for specific and supportive curriculum design



Why is decolonisation important?

 Decolonisation in education infers equity in access and curriculum 
content

 European universities tend to rely on practices which are no longer 
representative of student and staff demographics 

 In the UK example, this leaves many students unrepresented or 
disenfranchised by practices which are focussed on traditionally white, 
English-speaking learners

 Although the online space has much potential to embrace 
decolonisation, simply transferring existing practices to be online is not 
sufficient



Two examples – iKudu and JOVITAL

 Our team is currently working on two projects involving collaborative 
online learning – JOVITAL and iKudu

 Both focus on education in virtual spaces bringing together learners 
from the global north and the global south

 iKudu and JOVITAL both embrace a diverse consortium and aim to 
develop internationalisation of the curriculum including decentring non-
Eurocentric practices 

 Two different approaches –
 JOVITAL utilises Virtual Learning Environments with an E-Tutor role to bring students 

together

 iKudu uses Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) with a focus on 
institutional infrastructure development 





Learning Points

 Both projects have approached the online space in different ways but have seen 

success in student engagement and bringing learners together in the online space

 For JOVITAL, the critical success has been the training of ‘E-Tutors’ i.e., students who have been 

specifically trained to work with academics and support their peers in using online spaces to learn

 For iKudu, success to date has been found in exploring each partner institutions internationalisation 

practices, what Africanisation means, and ways of deconstructing Eurocentric models, ensuring teaching 

and learning is relevant to all involved 



Learning Points

 The existence of online learning technologies and practices does not mean that all students 

are prepared to learn in an online space

 We cannot assume there is universal access to online spaces – issues around technology 

and data must be considered

 Students need curriculum content to be designed in such a way that promotes decolonisation 

and intercultural learning to ensure that they are ready and empowered for living, learning and 

working in a globalised world 

 Relevant approaches to collaborative online education still need attention and research to 

ensure they address the UN global challenges and global graduate readiness/ citizenship



The Student Voice?

 Much of our research within iKudu and JOVITAL to date has been focussed on 

developing and delivering academic-focussed training and skills in the online space

 Students are predominantly involved as learners

 More focus on student voice is required in order to embrace concepts of 

decolonisation and equity in education experience  



Conclusions and thoughts

 Teaching and learning practices have changed 

 Online learning is likely to continue to increase in importance post-COVID

 Recreating traditional classroom environments in an online space is not the answer

 Projects such as JOVITAL and iKudu help us to understand more about collaborative

online learning

 We need to challenge assumptions about online learning and its equitableness

 Further research must take place in this space. We still know so little and there is much to 

do to ensure our students are fully equipped with 21st Century transversal skills when using 

online spaces 



Any Questions? 

Please do feel free to contact us: 

WEB - https://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/areas-of-research/global-learning/

EMAIL - globallearning@coventry.ac.uk



Links

 https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/educationday

 https://www.ufs.ac.za/ikudu/

 https://jovital.eu/


